










From: JACK NICHOLLS < >  
Sent: 11 August 2021 10:43 
To: Planning Policy <planning.policy@tendringdc.gov.uk> 
Subject: LOCAL PLAN - SOUTHCLIFFE TRAILER COMPANY LIMITED 

 

Dear Sir Madam, 

 

Thank you for your swift response to my letter dated 9th August 2021 and delivered by hand to the Council 

Offices at Weeley yesterday 10th August 2021. 

 

I have now registered with the Tendring District Local Plan - Section 2 Main Modifications but have been 

unable to view the proposed Local Plan. However, I do understand from discussion with my Architect that 

the status of Southcliffe Trailer Company has been changed from the previous 2014 and 2017 Local Plans. 

Please send me confirmation of the proposed suggestions for our land that have been put forward with the 

Local Plan for our area.  

 

My company run the cliff top caravan park locally known as Southcliffe Trailer Park and licensed for only 

39 caravans we have traded it since 1982 and over the years tried our utmost to make the business viable. 

The Tendring District Council will be aware that we have endeavoured throughout out entire ownership of 

this land to trade as an owners holiday park. We have involved the Tendring District Council in all of our 

trading decisions throughout our ownership and we believe that we have maximised our trading potential. 

We have changed the site layout 3 times in our efforts to accommodate the larger caravans that this present-

day market desires.  

 

Your 2014 Local Plan quotes in 'Other Comments' It was discussed with the planners and it was agreed that 

it should be added to the Local Plan in the medium to long term and it was allocated for housing in the 2012 

Draft Local Plan (received very few objection) It was also noted that there were 'No irresolvable issues 

within the Frinton Conservation Area' The 2017 Local Plan showed our land under 'Planning Status' as quote 

'This site is allocated for residential development in both the adopted and emerging Local Plan. it was 

clearly mentioned then that there was concern about the long-term sustainability of the existing trailer park, 

and having been assessed as part of an earlier urban capacity study. Furthermore the 'Achievable Likely 

Timescale' was put at 2025-2026. Other Comments noted quote: 'Depending on viability or otherwise of 

existing use, residential development is possible within the plan period`. 

 

Many different ideas were tried in our endeavour to turn our business into viable profitability but 

unfortunately these have all failed. It was as we anticipated several years ago when we first approached 

Tendring District Council with our request for help. We agreed to carry on trading Southcliffe Trailer Park 

as it is but would implement some different ideas in an attempt to increase the viability of our small caravan 

site. We purchased additional land alongside to increase our caravan site area, we obtained a new site layout 

in our efforts to make as much room as was possible. We changed the front row caravans and managed to 

get permission to site 11 larger caravans, these are very popular but the remaining 28 caravan consist of 

various sizes and as such are not so desirable in todays market. These alterations were both costly and time 

consuming work for our small company, but we had anticipated this some 10 years earlier and that is 

precisely why we approached the Tendring District Council for help. In our opinion we have done our 

utmost to ensure the future of Southcliffe Trailer Company Limited by our dialogue with the Tendring 

District Council. 

 

The Directors of Southcliffe Trailer Company Limited feel aggrieved that they were not consulted or invited 

to comment on the forthcoming Local Plan especially since we remain unsure if there is a proposal to 

change the status of our previous 2014 and 2017 residential land use. At a Directors Meeting during 

lockdown it was unanimously agreed that Southcliffe Trailer Company Limited would cease trading as a 

caravan park and commence consultation with our Architect with the intention of submitting a full planning 

application. In view of the uncertainty that seems to exits at the moment the Directors of Southcliffe Trailer 

Company request an assurance that our site will retain its status as residential development of its land in the 

forthcoming Tendring District Council Local Plan.  



 

Yours faithfully 

 

Jack Nicholls 

Managing Director 

Southcliffe Trailer Company Limited. 

 

From: JACK NICHOLLS >  
Sent: 12 August 2021 09:08 
To: Planning Policy <planning.policy@tendringdc.gov.uk> 
Subject: LOCAL PLAN - SOUTHCLIFFE PARK 

Dear Sir/ Madam, 

Further to my email of yesterday. 

We have just spent over 3 hours on our computer just trying to find a copy of the Newly Proposed Local 

Plan, but unfortunately we have been unable to find it anywhere. We have however noted that our area of 

land Southcliffe Trailer Park is referred to as just Southcliffe Park but again this proved to be of no 

assistance to us in locating the information that we seek. 

Regretfully we must admit that we are unable to understand the workings of your site and would ask you to 

assist us please? 

To date, we have not been involved at all by the Tendring District Council over our Directors thoughts 

regarding the future Local Plan for Southcliffe Trailer Park. The previous 2 Local Plans, 2014 and 2017 

each clearly laid out the results of the comprehensive discussions between our Directors and Architects with 

the TDC planners, it was as stated in the 2 Local Plans and as agreed at that time, 'if the long-term 

sustainability of Southcliffe Trailer Park was unviable then it was agreed that depending on viability or 

otherwise of existing use, residential development was possible'.  

We are a prime residential development site with a proven access off Woodberry Way and in a totally 

residentially developed area and further more all 4 Directors of the holding company have approved the 

change from a Leisure Holiday Park that is struggling in todays market to survive, to a suitable residential 

development as previously agreed with the Tendring District Council planners. 

Yours faithfully, 

Jack Nicholls 

Managing Director 

Southcliffe Trailer Company Limited. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: JACK NICHOLLS <   
Sent: 13 August 2021 12:48 
To: Planning Policy <planning.policy@tendringdc.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: LOCAL PLAN - SOUTHCLIFFE PARK 

 

 

Dear Ms Eleanor Storey, 

 

Thank you for your Email dated 13 August 2021 regarding the proposed new Local Plan. 

 

We are extremely disappointed to see the proposed modification to our Caravan Park status, especially after 

all our previous discussions with TDC planners when the 2017 Local Plan was adopted. The comments on 

the 2017 Local Plan state precisely that an 'Achievable likely time scale was considered to be 2025-2026' 

This clearly indicated to us there was no immediate urgency to commence residential development and 

because of this we explored every avenue, as previously outlined, in an attempt to make Southcliffe Owners 

Park sustainable in the long term, as we wished to continue trading as a Caravan Owners Park. 

Unfortunately, as previously quoted in my emails, we were not able to achieve this and therefore cannot 

continue operating this site as a Caravan Owners Site. It is not viable because of our insufficient land size 

and the inability to site the larger caravans that are now being produced and desired by most Owners. 

 

Discussion between the Directors has been ongoing since the 2017 Local Plan was produced and thereafter 

when it became clear the site was not viable. We spent much time considering the best way to terminate our 

business as a Holiday Caravan Park and move forward to achieve a suitable and appropriate residential 

development. We have concern for our Caravan Park Owners and it is not a simple matter to cease our 

operations as a Holiday Park. However, by the end of 2019 Covid 19 was becoming a great concern to us 

which by March 2020 had forced us, and the rest of the Country into lockdown. I am the Managing Director 

and at 84 was classified as extremely clinically vulnerable making it impossible to do anything business 

wise until the situation concerning Covid 19 eased up somewhat. As you will be aware the effects of 

lockdown continued until very recently but during the very final easing of lockdown we had a EGM of all 

four directors of Southcliffe Trailer Company Limited and agreed that we would proceed immediately to 

commence the process of acquiring suitable planning permission for appropriate residential development. 

Throughout this period we understood that we were well within the scheduled timescale for us to commence 

acquiring plans for residential development, indeed on the 2017 Local Plan Map we are shown as 'A Priority 

Area for Regeneration' with the time scale 2025-2026 

 

We had no idea whatsoever that there were already proposals to modify the 2017 Local Plan, we were not 

informed or included in any discussions and it was only by chance, upon talking to the Architect that we 

were planning to appoint, that we found out about the proposed forthcoming modifications to the 2017 Local 

Plan. We strongly object and refute your comment, 'Given the very long period of time that Southcliffe has 

been allocated for housing development, but has remained as an operational trailer park we were not able to 

justify relying on this site to deliver our housing requirements up to 2033 - hence its proposed de-allocation.' 

Owing to the fact that we have a timescale on the 2017 Local Plan of 2025-2026 this makes this comment 

untrue. 

 

With regard to your comment concerning ' recommending protecting existing accommodation to support the 

tourism industry', we have attempted to support the tourism industry wholeheartedly since 1982 and have 

invested in all ways possible to keep this business viable. We have already outlined in comprehensive detail 

our efforts and the reasons why they failed, therefore we consider it most unfair for the Tendring District 

Council to dismiss our efforts and furthermore to consider that it should remain as an operational Caravan 

Owners Park. 

 

Kind regards 

Yours faithfully, 

Jack Nicholls 

Managing Director Southcliffe Trailer Company Limited. 



 
From: JACK NICHOLLS   
Sent: 15 August 2021 08:42 
To: Planning Policy <planning.policy@tendringdc.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: LOCAL PLAN SOUTHCLIFFE TRAILER PARK 

 

 

Dear Ms Eleanor Storey, 

 

As I have told you previously we were not consulted at all about the proposed changes to our status on the 

New Town Plan. We have also had little time to comment or object to this proposal and we feel very 

aggrieved. Literally our plans were held up because of lockdown, the Directors had already made the 

decision that now was the time to activate our full change of use to residential development as was 

agreed in the previous 2 Local Plans of 2014 & 2017. 
 

Throughout this weekend I have been going through our previous paperwork over this issue, and to support 

our strong objection we add the following: 

 

Architectural Building Services (Essex) Ltd 
commented on our site for the 2014 - 2017 Local Plans as under: 

 

Subject 
Housing provision Supporting the draft local plan. 

 

Reasons for supporting the plan 
 

Policy no ER18 -- Caravan and chalet parks. Paragraph 3.69 identifies the prime larger sites to provide the 

bulk of the accommodation as a tourist destination. Southcliffe Trailer Park is not included within these 

sites. 

 

Paragraph 10.24 identifies Southcliffe Trailer Park as a housing site under Policy HG1. Southcliffe Trailer 

Park is a small site, which consists of 37 holiday homes. This site is within a strictly residential area of 

Walton on Naze and is situated outside the conservation area. Trading on the site commenced on 30 

April 1949 and at the time was licensed for 62 holiday homes. Over the years, due to Site License 

requirements and larger holiday homes, it is difficult to operate efficiently. Demand continues for larger and 

more luxurious holiday homes yet the site is only able to accommodate 12 of these, leaving 25 holiday 

homes on the site which vary from very small units to medium sized units.  

 

Even the manufacturers of holiday homes are now ceasing to build smaller units since there is no demand 

for them as they prefer to concentrate on the more lucrative larger holiday homes. 

 

The site, on a small area of land is simply not now viable as a caravan park, there are no recreational 

facilities or amenities. It is inevitable that with the passing of time a more viable use has to be found for 

this site. 
 

As the proposal in the draft plan is to zone the site for housing we wish to fully support this proposal.  
 

We can produce the original document if required. The caravan numbers were different at that time 

because soon after this we acquired additional land alongside and changed the site layout completely 

in our effort to 

to accommodate the more larger and luxurious holiday homes that form the 11 caravans that are now 

our front row. This was, as discussed in previous correspondence between us, in an effort to explore every 

avenue to make Southcliffe Trailer Park a viable operating Caravan Park. This is now unachievable. 

 



I would also like to add that it was my company Keyplan builders that built Seaview Heights. This has 

become a landmark development on the cliff top within 100 yards of Southcliffe Trailer Park.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Jack Nicholls 

Managing Director 

Southcliffe Trailer Company Limited 

 



From: JACK NICHOLLS <   
Sent: 27 August 2021 12:52 
To: Planning Policy <planning.policy@tendringdc.gov.uk> 
Subject: REF: OBJECTION TO SOUTHCLIFFE TRAILER COMPANY LIMITED LAND USE ON NEW LOCAL PLAN 

 

Dear Ms Eleanor Storey, 

Once a decision has been reached over my companies comments, raised when objecting to the Proposed 
New Local Plan and in particular to the proposed change of use for Southcliffe Trailer Company Limited's 
land area from quote: 'This site is within a strictly residential area of Walton on Naze and is situated outside 
the conservation area' and supported by the 2017 Local Plan Quote: 'This site is allocated for residential 
development in both the adopted and emerging Local Plan'.  

I understand the the Tendring District Council planning policy was put forward to change Southcliffe Trailer 
Company Limited's site from an approved residential area and call it an area of land to be used for for the 
holiday leisure industry. This has never been the use, it is an Holiday Owners Caravan Park and each 
caravan is used exclusively by one family as a home away from home, our rules clearly state NO 
COMMERCIAL RENTING. However, regardless of this neither types of caravan sites would be viable to 
run as a business, due to the lands caravan site capacity which is only 39 caravans and the caravan sizes 
allowed by the Tendring District Council Rules. 

A further point that was recently brought to our attention following a visit by the local fire inspector was his 
concern that, in the event of a fire in a caravan, their fire engine would be unable to access our site past the 
car park. This infact leaves 50% of our caravans not reachable without an extendable hose which would 
cause delays in the case of an emergency. The nearest water hydrant is located in Woodberry Way, and this 
too would cause potentially life threatening delays should there be an emergency. This again emphasises the 
fact this site is too small to operate as a viable caravan site.  

The time is now that the Directors wish to develop this entire area as we have in the past developed Seaview 
Heights. 

Should a decision be passed against the Directors of Southcliffe Trailer Company Limited 's wishes, and 
thus prevents the Directors from achieving their planned decision for this land area then we shall appeal that 
decision immediately. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Jack Nicholls 

Managing Director 

Southcliffe Trailer Company Limited. 


